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for Furs and Feathers, 1971

art link: weaving with mixed media 

teacher resource

All images courtesy of the American Craft Council; additional images from the exhibition: madmuseum.org/exhibition/eye-design
Support for Eye for Design is provided by KLM Royal Dutch Airlines, the official Airline of MAD
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motivation: Using the exhibition catalogue cover for Furs and Feathers, 1971, by Emil Antonucci, on the pre-
vious page and Shield II, 1963, by Lenore Tawney (below) as inspiration, create mixed media woven pieces 
out of fabric, feathers, and paper. 

skills and techniques: Crochet, hand stitching, weaving, warp and weft
elements of art: Color, form, line, shape, texture
principles of design: Contrast, pattern, repetition, variety 

inquiry: Looking at Antonucci’s Furs and Feathers cover, how does the artist create texture and pattern? What 
textures do you observe in Shield II-- smooth, rough, etc.? What is the purpose of a shield? How can cloth or 
clothing provide protection? 

activity ideas: 
      1.  weaving discovery: Explore various weaving techniques to create patterns incorporating a    
 variety  of materials. Materials: fabrics, feathers, papers, ribbons, strings, yarns.

      2.   wall to wear: Construct a textile that can be both functional and decorative and includes hand 
 stitching, weaving, and crochet. Consider Shield II and ideas of camouflage. Materials: crochet hook,  
 fabrics, feathers, papers, ribbon, string, yarn.

art link inspired by lessons written by Cheri Ehrlich, Manager of School, Youth, and Family Programs
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